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gold in the quantity related, this gold is not engendered in
the rivers but rather on the land, the waters bringing it en-
veloped in the sands."
Whether Columbus and his colonies and subsequent colo-
nists depleted Hispaniola of its gold or it remains there to-
day hidden "on the land" is mystery. Hispaniola has no visible
gold. A party of modern explorers from the United States
Geological Survey who had been prospecting in Haiti are
authority for the statement that there is neither gold nor
any trace of it.
It is the popular theory that the French plantation owners
during the seventeenth century were responsible for the
African blacks who, to the number of two million, to-day
form the mass of the little republic's populace. This credit,
however, reverts indirectly to the Spanish sovereigns who, be-
lieving the tales of enemies of Columbus, deposed the aged
admiral as supreme commander of Hispaniola in 1502, send-
ing one Ovando as supreme chief. Ovando left Spain with a
fleet of thirty-five ships, carrying twenty-five hundred peo-
ple. He utterly failed in his task of governing the island. His
headquarters were at Santo Domingo. The native Indians were
enslaved under Ovando to a degree that they died rapidly,
and sqon there was a scarcity of labor. Right here was born
the first idea of importing black labor to the New World,
and it began forthwith.
The first blacks to arrive in Haiti were not directly from
Africa, however, as popularly supposed. There was a great
number of African slaves in Spain, and a generation born in
slavery there at the time Ovando petitioned the crown for
labor. The new generation was sent en masse from Spain
early in 1500. Later more were brought from the coast of
Guinea and other parts of Africa.